The Tower of Babel
Bel-Marduk suffered his Passion, was tortured, pu and rose again, the god of light who triumphed over 1 of darkness. . . .
One of the most important New Year ceremoni< "Decreeing of Destiny". This took place on the e the eleventh days of Nisan in the/'Chapel of Destiny Marduk, king of the gods, of heaven and earth, receive homage from the other gods and decreed th the coming year. These decrees were inscribed on Nabu, the "Scribe of the Universe".
Then began the famous New Year procession: leaving the Chapel of Destiny, passed in processio the gate of Ishtar and along the sacred way to the ri they embarked for the House of Prayer outside the German Oriental Society has completely excavated way and its massive Gate of Ishtar, a building in which crosses the double outer wall and is decoi brightly coloured glazed brick reliefs of lions, bulls an Whilst the procession halted on the river bank to ti statues from waggon to boat, hymns were sung to t gods, such as this one to Marduk, in which we may n slight irony:
"Oh Lord, why dost thou not sojourn in, Babel
Is not thy throne in the Esagil ?
Art thou no longer Lord of Babel ?
Art thou no longer so called by Zarpanit?"
Perhaps at this moment also was sung this lovely